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THE RUSSIAN AUTOCRACY

ITS OPKUATION AS VIinVKD BY A
W03IAX WHO LIVES f.MJKIl IT.

Absolute Power l)of ot Alvrar
Work to the Injnry f iU People

Over Whom It la Kirrclfl.

To some min!.", fortunately not to all,
the word "autocracy" sterns synonymous
Tilth despotism and tyranny. It certainly
dors mean power, but he who has power
has also the possibility to ue it in a.

beneficent way and to exert it whenever
conditions demand it. Power absolute
power in the hands of a Kin Henry VIII,
or an Ivan the Terribly might have" been
looked upon as a disaster, and yet the reign
cf either monarch is regarded, from a po-

litical view, as successful; from an individ-
ual view as despotic. Fortunately, civiliza-
tion and the twentieth century have made
It impossible for such monarchs to exist.
W hat absolute power has been in the hands
cf Alexander 11, th? autocrat of all the
Ilussias, the world knows has been a bless-
ing, for he hid the possibility to free ",-(- xV

slaves with one etroke of the pen,
and nut only free them, but endow every
ono of them with a piece of land. Do you
think he could have done so, or that the
noble. would have permitted him to do so.
If they hid had a word in the mrtter? In
ycur country the farr.e ftrcat reform took
place nenrly at the same time. Cut how
differently was It solved: Through a civil
war which lasted four long years, where
brother fought against brother, and the
effects of whirh are still in exi'tence.

Let us go further back in Russian his-

tory, to the rei:n of Peter, the Great. No-

body run dispute what this, autocratic
Czar has done for his country. Could he
have changed the history of Russia, as it
feems to us now. in one moment? Could
he have reformed a people who were on
to low a Krade of civilization that they
called him the "Anti-Christ- " and looked
tpon his great work aa the "end of the
world" if he had not had absolute power
to do so? And still further, would pagan
Ttussia have been Christianized in so short
a pericd if the rulers of the time had not
ben autocrats? The few foreigners who
are well acquainted with the history of
Russia, her immense territories and the
characteristics of ner people, all under-
stand why Russia still needs an absolute
government.

When Alexander II was anxious to throw
ff the responsibilities of a reign, which

Nihilists had made a burden to him. and
give his people a constitution, all the great
statesmen in Europe thought It a mistake,
as Russia was not ready for It, and advised
l.oui3 Melokoff to induce the Czar to give
tip his project. Fate saved Russia for tha
time; for Alexander II, the Liberator, was
killed in the streets of St. Petersburg,
where despots before him had walked un-

protected, the day he was to sign the con-rtitutio- n.

The first germs of .an autocracy
lr Russia lay In the constant territorial
disputes of the old Slavs.

EDUCATION IS RUSSIA.
We Russians unfortunately do not porsess

the necessary qualities, neither the perse-

verance ror the public spirit common to
oilier nations to carry out great plans in
harmony. Many ill results In social ques-

tions have been laid at the c!oor of the
government when they were solely the
fault of the people. It Is a great mistake
to say that a constitutional government
favors education more than an absolute.
In order to educate the lCo.AOuO people In

Russia it needs first of all money and
teachers. Russia does not need compul-tor- y

education: the masses are hungry for
. knowledge and they are gaining it slowly
but steadily. If the last generation of
peasants did not know how to read and
to write the present generation does. The
Russian government would not refuse to
have more schools and universities if so-

ciety would furnish the funds. The proof
Is that we have numerous private colleges
end academies founded by the more public
f pirited and certainly very wealthy class of
merchants.

Have net science, art and literature
flourished while autocrats ruled? Was the
absolute government of Elizabeth an ob-

stacle to Shakspeare? Were not Möller
and Racine the contemporaries of Louis
?LIV. and wero not Raphael and Michael
Angelo supported by the court of the Pore?
Did not the political autocracy of thoir
country agree with the creative genius of
Goethe ami Reethoven? If we compare the
great writers of the nineteenth century
Russia takes her place with the nations of
the world. "Although the censorship dur-

ing the reign of Nicholas 1 weighed heav-
ily on the Russian press." says RambauJ
In his history of Russia, "numerous news-pipe- rs

and periodicals were founded, and
this period, though marked by the meat
absolute want of liberality, was as fertile
in Russian as In French literature." It
bad given us a Pushkine and a Lermontcff,
Relinsky. the prince-- of critics. Gogol and
dozens of famous writers who had the
boldness to reveal the nlague in the
Ru-li- n administration and society. It
Avas surely no barren epoch that witnessed
the appearance of a Herscn and which
heard a Clinka. The Russian intellect in
tpite of all obstacles nobly gave the lie to
the theories of immoMl'ty in Russia, for,
isolated as she was n those days, our
country yet kept her place anions the na-

tions of the world.
EAGER FOR FREEDOM.

There has never been a period in Rus-

sian history when moti have not been ready
t die for lreedom. During the time of
Ivan the Terrible, in the early days of his
r ign. attempts were made to secure some-

what of a constitutional government, but
the different parties, composed of the
nobles of the time, nearly devoured each
ether, and the many conspiracies against
the life of the Car tinally made that mon-

arch the a;;tocraEe monster he afterward
became. In 17! on the ascension to the
throne of Anna Ivaiiovna, a constitution
is as prepared, bat the people refused it,
raying that instead of one monarch they
would have a dozen. Such was the check
received by the first liberal constitution
which has ever been tried in Russia. "The
table was prepared." said Prince Dimitri
Jalitzine. "but the guests were not

worthy." And they are not worthy yet,
though they are fast advancing toward the
moment when a constitutional government
will become an historical necessity. The.
freedom of a people has nearly always
been bought with blood. We hope to avoid
a revolution by 'waiting a little longer.
Kven Stepnlak. the famous Russian Nihil-
ist, came to that conclusion before he
cied. "No dynamite will now be needed,"
he wrote on the ascension of Nicholas II
to the throne, "to free the people; the
condition of the times will do it."

And who can dispute the words of Alex-
ander II that great reforms come better
from above than below? Rut in Russia,
with Its Immense territories, and .1 large
class of her poopb" composed of Asiatic

.races and half savage tribes, they must
come by degrees. While we all desire the
tree press, we understar.il at the same
time what harm it would do if we had it
at onee. We know thaf all the dust
heaped up for centuries would raise such a

jjCloud as to blind even those who are usu-eaJl- y

f.irseelng. No one can deny the fact

that those books prohibited by Alexander
II are now to be found in every public
library, and public opinion Is gaining gound
as fast as circumstances permit It. The
free press has nothing to do with an auto-
cratic government. On the contrary, light
and truth can only further Its Interests.

Under our firm government the country
has grown great and respected. No need
to speak of the growth in our industrial
life; it Is known to the world. Literature,
art and music rank with the literature, art
and music of the world. Thanks to our
firm government wc have had no war for
the last quarter of a century, and the call
for peace came direct from the height of
the Russian throne. "It is not true that
the Czar's peace congress has been with-
out result," says the Century Magazine.
"In Its very existence it was magnificently
significant, and it, has established certain
prit-clple- s and regulations which will yet
be found of practical importance. Inter-
national arbitration has taken immense
strides during the century."

Thanks to her autocracy only, Russia
could victoriously survive her trials in the
last century defeat Napoleon and live
through the disasters of the Crimean war.

Those men and women who twenty-fiv- e

years ago saw their ideal in a constitu-
tional government have since profited by
the lessons taught them by the govern-
ments of other countries and now have but
one wish the education of our common
classes and the free press. Considering
that civilization has really entered our
courts but since the days of Peter the
Great we need not be discouraged, for be-

fore the new century is much older wc
shall have all we want.

SOFJA LUC UNA FRIED LAND.
St. Petersburg. Russia.

THE "SMART" W0MAK

Enctl W ho and What Thin Modern
Prod net?

New York Commercial Advertiser.
We hear so much about smart women In

these days that it may sound like heresy
to say that persons of intelligence exist
who actually do not know what kind of a
creature this so-call- ed "smart" woman Is.
Is she clever? Js she always rich? Must
she bo beautiful? Is she necessarily in
society? What are her accomplishments
and how does she live? These are some
of the queries the benighted outsider often
puts to himself and not infrequently puts
to others who might be expected to know
all about this special species of human
butterfly. The knowing ones are not strict-
ly impartial In their replies. They all ad-
mit that the smart woman so called is
clever, but the knowing one who does notapprove of her adds "but she is seldom
cultured," while the admiring one says
"she knows everything, but not every one.
She has more shrewd sense and wisdom in
her little finger than the old-tim- e conserva-
tive woman had in her entire composition.
The smart woman is a success. She does
not know what failure means. It is her
creed to succeed and she lives up to her
creed every instant of her life."

The conservative, who doesn't quite, ap-
prove of ladies wearing spangled gowns,
playing polo and going to cake walks and
music halls, wonders why so dignified a
name as creed is given to the not, to put
it very gently, very exalted Ideal of the
smart woman. She asks the opinion of a
woman young enough and old enough to be
tolerant. She is a member of the "smart
set," but she also knows a few women who
don't play bridge or run In aebt for clothes
before their doctors' bills are paid. This
modern conservative says that the smart
woman she knows "is very well turned out,
wears clothes regardless of price, appre-
ciates her food, is Rood at repartee, and,
above all. is an excellent listener. She
has of late years developed extraordinary
aptitude for getting everything she wants
in life (and her ideas are not particularly
modest) out of a limited income. Whis-
pers of conscience do not give her a bad
night's rest nor has she any scruples. She
is not famous for brains, but she is famous
for lack of manners. She is often pretty,
usually flippant and sometimes rather vul-
gar. She believes in all kinds of healthy
things, air and athletics and good things
to eat, but she rarely embraces a diet that
excludes cocktails and champagne unless
she is growing stout. Then she will give
up anything, even her flirtation with her
best friend's husband, for she abhors and
abominates embonpoint. She considers it
only Just a trifle less objectionable than
living in Harlem or in a cottage at Narra-ganset- t.

"Perhaps a kindly interpretation of the
word smart means the antitheis of dowdl-r.es- s,

and certainly in matters of taste and
toilet we rather welcome the invasion of
the smart woman, but of late we have had
too much of her, and a very little of the
average type is enough to nauseate most
self-respecti- ng people, and when she be-
comes too aggressive she ceases to amuse."

But who shall say that the well-bre- d

conservative is not just a shade jealous
of her rough-ridin- g sister in the social
field who distances every ladylike competi-
tor? Even the snubbed and neglected in-
genue cannot deny that with all her faults
the smart woman in the society of to-

day plays a very positive and prominent
rcle. The rage for smartness, like every
ether fashionable craze, has become vul-
garized and outrun all sense of proportion.
In France she has no recognized existence

at least not as we understand it. She
iu more or less artistic, even in the mat-
ter of vice. Neither is she so much an
imitation of an altogether lower grade of
society. For one thing, she is better edu-
cated and belongs to a nation of better
manners manners which come from a
kindly feeling and an appreciation of other
people's feelings. To be smart in evry
sense of the word Is an education in
itself, and leaves little leisure for the cul-

tivation of literature or higher things. Th
requisites for keeping up a reputation of
smartness are many, and the defect of real
Idleness or. let us say, laziness seldom
belongs to the type: it requires even now-
adays a certain amount of pushing to get
into and remain iu that inner circle of
smart society.

The laws of smart society are contained
in a scaled book which none may open
except the Initiated there is. as it were,
a sort of Freemasonry or telepathic un-
derstanding among the members, whereby
they can distinguish one of the true fold.
The secrets of the society are well kept,
because there are so many of them to bo
learned, and the apprenticeship is long-th- ere

is language, a slang, and an intona-
tion to acquire; stereotyped remarks must
he made under given circumstances, and
there are mannerisms in talking, walking
and even handshaking to be mastered.
Outsiders cannot keep pace with the ever-changi- ng

developments of these class tests.
Even before the knowledge has filtered
down to the vulgar levels of ordinary so-

ciety the creative genius of "the elect"
has discovered new passwords to distin-
guish the goats from the sheep. Thos
bell wether leads the tune and the flock
follows in obedient procession, and before
the goats can follow the pace is again
hanged.
As a siren the smart woman is an. ap-

palling success. She is not always par-
ticular as to whom she sirenizes. Ho may
bo verv young or he may belong to some-lo.l- v

else. There are thoe who think ii
lather pathetic that women of this typo
should be so much more attractive to the
average "society man" than better types
of women. Those who think the smart
woman the outcome of a social system
which craves excitement and luxury ratner
than repose and refinement defend her by
raving that it is not her fault that she :s
a hardened flirt. Men have deteriorated,
and one of the proofs is their admiration
of the smart woman. They are always
bored and seek amusements which give
them the smallest amount of trouble.

The smart woman is ambitious, but her
ambitions are all to be thought "smart,"
and she will go any length' in order to live
up to the reputation of being known as
such. To call these women leaders of so-
ciety is distinctly unfair to the social life
of the country, but there is no doubt thai
they are a very important and demoralize
ing factor in our land, and it is only whea
they become aggressively vulgar that peo-
ple seen, to recognize the lurking danger.
Of course, the snobbishness of it all sick-
ens the more retineel and exclusive of the
community, who. alas! withdraw in dc-spa- ir.

Some people predict that smart so-

ciety will die a natural death, now that
robody 1 shocked and nobody is partic-
ularly amused. Perhaps a happy compro-
mise may arise in the shape of a woman
who understands the poetry of dress th.-minut- e

details which give a woman chirm
who Is possessed of the virtues of broad-mindednes- s,

kindly feeling and is free
trom al! forms of snobbery. A man can
never be expected to have fair Judgment
where the question of sex is concerned,
end the philosophical woman must see tho
humorous arid even pathetic side of the
j mart woman, and would have no desire to
be her imitator.

THE 1HDIAITAP0LIS JOURNAL. SUNDAY HAY .', IMl.

A BACK-NUMBE- R" THIEF

in: r;ivi:s out a vaiui;tv of pro.
I'KSSIOXAL I.FOHMATIO..

Und no Intimate Acquaintance vrlth
the Mnn Who Stole the Calnnlior-ouq- ii

Picture The "Stop Over."

Reprinted from Collier's Weekly by Per-
mission of F. P. Collier & Son.
There recently passed through New York

city a very interesting man who calls him-
self a "Rack Number." In criminal life a
"Rack Number" Is one who is either no
longer active as a thief or one who blun-
ders so badly that he is rated a failure in
spite of brilliant former achievements. The
man In question is no longer active as a
thief, but he takes great interest In keep-
ing track of his old friends and acquaint-
ances whether they have "squared it" or
not. He claims that the majority of the
men with whom he used to travel are un-

der the sod at any rate, he cannot locate
them above It but there are a few still on
earth that ho likes to talk about. One of
theso few Is the man who has become
prominent In connection with the return
of the "Gainsborough" picture to its lawful
owner. His name is Adam Worth not
"Aaron Jones" and half a dozen other
names that have been given to him In the
public prints names that the people who
gave them knew were lies and the under-
standing is that he was recently in New
York city as well as Chicago. It was this
fact that prompted the Rack Number to
talk to me as he did. Personally, the Rack
Number does not care who comes to New
York or leaves it; it is not his business to
Inform the public about celebrities of the
under world; but occasionally the Back
Number and I meet and get to talking, and
he does not hesitate to express his opinions
freely. On his late visit to New York we
fell to discussing the "Gainsborough" pic-

ture and the Rack Number spoke as fol-

lows:
"Of course I ain't kickin that Worth

wasn't copped out; he can go to the devil
and back for all of me; but I want to ex-
plain to you, Flynt, how his visit to this
country shows how the dear old pub Is
fooled and how the police o' the country
stand for the fooling. Let me tell you
first, though, what I know about Worth
personally. I may be mistaken, but I've
always taken him for a Jew. He's a rather
smallish, dyspeptic looking fellow with a
quick, nervous kind of way about him. He's
business from the bottom of his heels to
the top of his head; when I knew him he
was interested in everything that meant
dough. I ran up against him first about
fourteen years ago. Another fellow and me
had done a job over in England, got
copped out for it and I was turned loose a
few weeks ahead o' the other fellow. We'd
planted the swag (plunder) against the
time when we was to get out, and when I
got free I lifted the plant, went to London
and connected with Worth. At that time
he was the biggest go-betwe- en and fence
for American crooks on the other side of
the water, and I went up against, him just
as you might go up against some business
man. He took me and the swag into his
home in Piccadilly and I waited there until
my pal was turned out o the stir."

A HIGH-ROLLE- R THIEF.
"How did he live, pretty swell?"
"I ain't ever lived better than I did ther-?- ,

and you know 't I've lived well in my day.
"Course I had to be careful not to let the
Scotland Yard people get next to me, 'cause
they piped off Worth's house night and day.
A crossin' sweeper in Piccadilly was the
r.ain pipe at that time, but we all knew
him. Worth and I used to meet mainly in
Hyde Tark, when I wasn't shut up in his
home. I've had to stay there a week at
a time without going out. Well. I did busi-
ness with and for Worth for quite a while,
lie had a yacht called Shamrock not Lip-ton- 's

boat, you understand, but the Sham-
rock of tho old guns and him and the rest
of us used to sail around in the channel
and the North sea, stop at towns where
we thought there was a good mark in the
shape of a bank, pipe It off and then make
plans for doin it. Sometimes Worth would
know of a mark without the rest of us hav-
ing seen it, and he'd send one of us across
the drink."

"Was Worth always on the level with
you?"

"Most of the time I think he was, but I'll
be on the level with you, Flynt never trust
absolutely a man who's a thief. When
Worth doubted me I said to him: Adam, I
got a good swag, and I'll stand by it.' On
one occasion Adam turned to me and says:
'Young fellow, see what I got,' and he
showed me a glassful of unset diamonds.
The pal that was in the stir with me before
we ran up against Worth has always be-
lieved that Worth did us out o' some swrag,
and that's the reason we finally quit him."

"How much was the swag short?"
"Well, it was four or five thimbles

("watches) short, besides some sparklers.
'Course Worth may never have touched
'em. but if he didn't we don't know who
did."

"Did you know anything about the rob-
bery" of the 'Gainsborough' picture?"

"No, all t I knew, or guessed, was that
the picture was somewhere on this side. 1

knew 'Hoppy and 'Joe Elliot, the New
York fellows that was mixed up In the rob-
bery, but that's all. 'Course, you see how
Worth has bettered himself by returning
the picture, don't you?"

"I see that he got some money out of It,
if that's what you mean."

MADE HIMSELF SOLID.
"No. I mean something else. In the first

place, he has helped the Rig Fellow (Mr.
Pinkerton) show those Scotland Yard
Hoosiers how much slicker he is than they
are. They've been gunnin for that picture
for the last quarter" of century, and
couldn't find It. The Big Fellow and 'Pat
Pheedy found it and returned it, and the
credit goes to them. In tho second place.
Worth has squared himself with the aris-
tocrats in England. I'll bet you he'll be hob- -
nobhin' with some of them inside of a year,
if he wants to. You saw. didn't you, that
he went back to England on the same
steamer that carried the guy who used to
own the picture? Resides. Worth has made
a reputation for himself by returning a
swell niece o' property that aristocrats
have always been interested in. If he wants
to square it. as they say he does, and live
on the dead level, he can get his family Into
society."

"Has he g.,t much money saved up?"
"Well. I put him doyn to be worth Jl.V).-00- 1

at least, but I'm pretty sure that he
once had a good deal more. His yacht alone,
was said to be worth $t).'M. Roy. the times
we used to have on that boat! Worth, you
know, 'ud stock her up with swell eats anddrinks, and we'd go out into the Channel
on a cruise. The Scotland Yard people
piped off the yacht whenever she was atCowes, but Worth was careful to always
hire a respectable crew, and never let 'emget next to what was on. Sometimes he'd
take his family along, too. and the sailorsnever knew but what we was Just a pleas-
ure party."

"Did Worth realize much on his 'opera-
tions' in this country before he left forEngland?"

"They say that his bit alone out of the
Ocean Rink robbery In this city was JlOOOOQ-bu- t.

you see. I never ran up against hin:
till we met in Iondon. so I can't tell you
much about his winnings on this side.
I'd heard of him. of course, before seeing
him. and knew that be was rated a goo 1

tankman. Men get reputation", you know,
in the gun's world, just as they do anv-whe- re

else, and I knew when I went "to
England that Worth was a fellow to steer
up against. At the time I first met him
he was considered the best gun. or fence.
If von like, for an American gun to bunch
with, and we all looked him up sooner or
later. P.llly Porter. Peter Fitzgerald. Jack
Irvin and John the Mick. If they was alive,
would tell you the same thing. Whenever
any of us' need eel a go-betwe- or wanted
to fence or store swag. Adam Worth was
the mar. we did business with. He knew
every good American gun abroad; he was
next to most of the ir jobs: he planned a lot
ot 'em himself, and' be always got a per-
centage out of our plunder. I tell you all
this so that you can know what kind of a
rran it was that stole the 'Oalnsborough.
He's been a thief, and a professional one,
ever since I knew of his name, and I cot
acquainted with him both as a thief and J

go-betwe- Now I want to ask you as a
man what the police of two countries like
England and the United States mean when
they allow such a man to pass to and
fro unmolested? Can you give me any
satisfactory explanation of that way o
oclng things?"

MORAL INDIGNATION.
The little man's eyes snapped, and one

would never have Imagined that he hai
been a "gun" himself. For once in his lif;
nt least he was experiencing genuine moral
Indignation.

"Understand Flynt," he continued in a
moment, "it ain't any o' my personal busi-
ness whether Worth is ever rounded up.
but what arc the citizens of England and
this country thinking of when they permit
the police to overlook such an old rascal?
That's the question."

"They probably know very little about
him." I replied.

"Well, I guess that's so. and that's the
reason I got started talking. The poor pub
Is kept in ignorance because the police
don't shout. Take the Scotland Yard peo-
ple, or the New York or Chicago police. If
I'd been at the head of Scotland Yard at
the time Worth started for this country, I'd
have notified the New York police of his
departure from England, and I'd have seen
to it that the American public knew the
kind of man it was about to receive."

"Perhaps all of Worth's known crimes
are outlawed lust as the 'Gainsborough'
robbery was, and he could not be touched."

"1 know that thev're not." the Rack
Number declared emphatically, "but that
ain't the point. The idea is that until he
has proved himself to be something else,
he's a confessed thief and criminal, and it
was up to the police to corral him and try
to settle him for some of his jobs."

"Rut what could the New York police
have done with him if they had known
about his coming? He's a hard man to put
away."

"Well, if I'd been chief I'd 'a worried
him anyhow. I'd 'a' had him mugged again,
shown him up, and generally made his stay
here unpleasant."

"Rut I thought it was good business not
to unnecessarily antagonize the gun's
world?"

"It is and it Isn't; it depends on the gun
and the circumstances. I personally
shouldn't a been afraid to antagonize
Worth, 'cause he's such a slv old dog that
it "ud 'a' hurt him to be 'stood up.' and itpays sometimes to ?ee that the hurt bites
hard. He wanted that reward for the
'Gainsborough' and he wanted it bad, and
I'd 'a' delayed his getting it just as Jong
as I could."

"You say that quite impartially?"
SENSE OF JUSTICE DISTURBED.

"Absolutely. I ain't got any grouch
against Worth, not even on account of that
thori-swa- g deal, but when I read In the
newspapers about his bein over here and
passin around like a swell guy, makin
business deals and generally doing the 'big
thing act I couldn't help thinking, as I
said at the start, of how the poor old pub
is fooled. A thief is a thief all over the
world, and I believe he ought to be treated
like one. I never asked any odds of Eng-
land or America when I was on the turf
and I never expected any. All I wanted
was an 'even break,' and I was prepared
if I fell to do my bit. Worth comes over
here like a respected international celebrity,
and the newspapers throw the con into the
pub by surrounding his name with all kinds
of romance. There's no romance about
Worth, not a damn bit. He has been an
extraordinarily successful gun he Is per-
haps the only one of the old timers who've
stuck by the business who's got much to
show for his work and. as I told you, he
may get into society, but that ain't ro-
mance in my opinion. It's straightforward
humbug, nothln' more and nothin' less."

"Then even when a man like Worth
squares It and tries to be respectable you
believe in continuing to dig into him. do
you?"

"Every time, If he hasn't sense enough
to square it quietly and modestly. An old
thief has no business tryin' to four-flus- h,

and I call It four-llushi- n when a man
passes from one country to another in the
bold way that Worth did. An old thief can't
be said to have squared It either when he
cops out rewards for things he's stolen and
can t sell.

The Rack Number paused for a moment.
and seemed to lose himself In thought, but
he spoke up again soon.

SOMETHING WRONG WITH US.
"There's something wrong, Flynt, about

the way wc Americans look at crime. If
we get It into our heads that a fellow's
damn slick and clever, we excuse a lot of
his crooked work. Take Jesse James, for
example. The pub sympathized with him a
great deal more than it wanted to settle
him, and yet he was one of the toughtest
mix-up- s this country has known. Now,
why did the pub squeeze onions under Ü3
eyes when he was on earth? I can tell you
why. Because the newspapers had him
fixed up in such a devil of a lot o' mystery
and romance. Take again that handsomeyoung 'kid' that we both know out in thatwestern stir, lou remember how the dis
trlct attorney and even the judge were
stuck on him because he was so nice lookin'
and bright? Well, what's his record? He'snothln' but a thief, that's all."

"Rut he aroused sympathy on account of
nis youtn.

"Partly perhaps, but don't you see whatI'm driving at? We slop up over in thiscountry when we get on the sympathy
racket. That's what makes our prisons iomuch easier than those in England. I'vecone time on both sides, and let mo tellyou that those English stirs give a man
all that's coming to him. Worth'll tell you
mat, too. inaeea, ne can give you pointers
on some o' the continental stirs. If we
punished the professional gun in this coun
try the way they do in England and Europe
and wouldn't slop over in trying to show
him rympathy when he's free, he wouldn't
live in t&ny street the way he does to-da- y.

The thing to do with the gun, 1 don't care
whether he's an Adam Worth, a Langdon
W. Moore, or what you like, is to make
life so damn disagreeable for him that his
own common sense tells him that he'dtetter give up the game."

"Would you have given it up if you'd
been able to make out of It all that Worth
has?"

"Boy, who can answer a question like
that? All I know Is that when I came out
o' the last stir I was in I didn't have a red
to my name, and yet I'd had in my pos-
session at different times a great many
thousands oT dollars. 1 chucked the gam;
because I was getting old, and I didn't see
how 1 was going to win. If Worth keeps
on as a crook he may have a 'dead tumble
yet. The 'tumble comes to the best of
'em, if they'll only wait for it. I know,
because I've seen my pals get it too often,
and I've had it myself. I'm finished, and
1 think I can say that I'm glad that I am.
Well, so long, boy, i got to make my train.
Take care o' yourself, and be happy."

Then he boarded a Fourth-avenu- e car
and was whisked away in the direction of
the Grand Central station. I have met
ether back numbers, but none has interest-
ed m. so much as my old-tim- e bank robber
friend.

Copyright. lfoi, by Josiah Flynt.

MEDICINES BELOW COST.

ThltiK Made Cny for People Who
Like to Done Themael ves.

New York Sun.
Over In Europe they think Americans live

on drugs. They're pretty sure, for instance,
that we eat quinine about as they eat
cheese. The writer remembers protesting
when a Paris chemist charged him 30 cents
for a dozen quinine pills of two grains each.

"Why. I can get 2 of them in New York
for oiJ cents!" he exclaimed.

The Frenchman waited. He had seen
Yankee Ananiases before, but he evidently
thought this one would get what he de-

served. When the American wasn't struck
dead, but continued to glare indignantly,
the Frenchman shrugged his shoulders
with resignation, as if he was saying to
himself:

"The good Lord lets these Yankees live
through anything; but that's His affair."

The American protested again and yet
again in every country of Europe and told
his little story eighteen
different times. Rut it never got him qui-
nine pills at less than I cents a grain. It
merely injured the reputation of Americans
for truthfulness. And that was rather a
pity, for said reputation is already pretty
badly tarnished in transatlantic circles.

When the traveler came back to New-Yor- k

this winter about the first thing he
cMd was to buy a hundred two-grai- n quinine
pills. And for those same pills he paid not
IS cents, but 17 only! It really seemed as
if he ought to rush back to Europe and
flaunt another cent's worth of defiance in
the faces of the continental chemists.

The fact is Americans use drugs as they
use most thincs. In big quantities. They
eat more than other nations do; they have
more clothes, more clubs, more cold, more
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medicines," said a chemist who dr.ps one
the largest businesses in the city. "Take

bottle of cough syrup. The
puts it up at a cost of i cents, we'll say.
Add to this another 6 cents for what he
snends in advertising; several cents for his
profit and several more for the middle-
man's profit and by the time we get it we
pay almost 30 cents for it. Xow it costs us

per cent, to carry on our business. There
another cents added to the cost of

the syrup if we are to sell it at its full price
25 cents. Our princely profit is 2'--, cents.

"Now, if we put up the syrup ourselves,
we make all but the original cosU cents,
and the li per cent, for running expenses.
That is to say, instead of eents we
make lTi cents. Of vourse the difference
isn't always so great as that and even
these figures are only roughly estimated.
But when we can sell our own
we save the other fellow's

"How do you account for the great in-
crease In the sale of patent medicines?"

"The population has doubled in a fewyears."
"Yes, but during the same period the salepatent medicines has increaert bv ten

times doubling."
"1 doubt it. You see, we make a distinc-

tion which probably you do nut. We di-vk- !e

the proprietary medicines into two
clarses patent medicine and pharmaceu-
tical compounds. A pharmaceutical com-
pound is. strictly speaking, a patent medi-
cine, because it is sold under a registered
name which cannot tx infringed upon. But
the formula is not a secret one. it i oftenprinted on the label. The true patent med-
icine is mde tip after a secret formula."

"Do physicians prescribe these reme-
dies?"

"Yes; a great deal more than they used
Some compounds are never advertisedexcept 'by medical journals or trade papers
chemists. You never sec them men-tion- eu

In daily paiers or on billboards.
Others begin that way. They work through
the physician. They advertise In the jour-
nals be reads; they send their agents to
him; they prove to him or &y to prove to

o We o
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him that their preparation is carefully pre.
pared and of distinct value as a
or a palliative ac-n- t. Thry Kive Mm freisamples by the dozen. Then. If th thlrfis any good. h. givrs it to M. pui-nt- s or
prescribes it for th-m- . The rrrndy be-
comes popular, with the rr.nft sr.jj.j" ...r
of popularity, that founded on medical hu-thori- ty.

"When all this ha been done the manu-
facturers snap thfir HnKrs Ht th physi-
cian and go on the'.r way rejoicing. They e
got what can't b taken back, the santtin
of the elect. Then they proceed to cvt the
custom of the multitude. 'I hey ad rtieas broadly and as conspicuously as t.Vy
possibly can and they have the worl! t
their feet. Its clever. It' legitimate,
too."

"Haven't thej--e compounds lei pep'e to
do a good deal of thfir own doctoring?"

"rnjuetionably. Lots of peopj in th'Mr
own prescribing year in and ear oat.
without ever going near a doctor more
the pity sometimes. It's all right wry
often, but inot people overdo th matter.
They take something for a cold this month
and next month they take th same thins
for a cold of quite another sort.

"Don't you know how everybody hid a
pet remedy which he seems to take on !1

occasions. Your grandmother did the
same. But your grandmother had a msr-i-t

for calomel, or rhubarb, or dar.deU.-- n

or some one drug, drugs being known then
separately more than as compounds. I
don't know but that the modern method is
better. Ortalnly It is if people take rep-
utable pharmaceutical compounds. Better
take too much roef. Iron and wiuc. for in-
stance, than an overdose of calomel."

Johnona floatt.
Baltimore American.

Al Johnson tells Now Yorkers thnt he
"can carry a man from the ty H'.l to
the lower end of Staten for Scents.
All wc have to ay is that Mr. Johuioa 1

willing to work cheaply.
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